9S                  MARY STUART.           ACT in.

Forsooth ye hold to impeach me : I desir$
But only to behold and handle them
If they in sooth of sense be tangible
More than mere air and shadow.

Burghley.  .                             Let the clerk

Produce those letters writ from Babmgton.

Mary Stuart. What then? it may be  such were

writ of him:

Be it proved that they came ever in my hands.
If Babmgton affirm so much, I say
He, or who else will say it, lies openly.

Gaudy  Here is the man's confession writ, and

here

Ballard s the Jesuit, and the soldier's here,
Savage, that sened with Parma.

Mary Stuart.                           What of these ?

Traitors they were, and traitor-like they lied.

Gawdy. And here the last her letter of response
Confirming and approving in each point
Then* purpose, writ direct to Babingtoa

Mary Stuart. My letter? none of mine it is: per-
chance

It may be in my cipher charactered,
But never came from or my tongue or hand:
I have sought mine own deliverance, and thereto
Solicited of my friends their natural help :
Yet certain whom I list not name there were,
Whose offers made of help to set me free
Receiving, yet I answered not a word.
Howbeit, desiring to divert the storm